
Public Notice 

Turlock High School Varsity Baseball Naming Committee 

5:30 P.M., June 9, 2022 

The District is taking all necessary steps to prevent and mitigate the effects of COVID-19. In the 
interest of public health, and in compliance with California Governor Gavin Newsom’s and County 

Public Health’s Emergency Executive Orders, the Turlock Unified School District will conduct the 
Turlock High School Varsity Baseball Re-Naming Committee via Zoom.  

The meeting will be held both virtually, and in-person.  Members of the public may participate in the 
meeting by connecting through a link found on the Turlock Unified School District website located 

here: https://www.turlock.k12.ca.us/Page/2678 or by attending the in-person meeting in room 102 at 
the TUSD District Office located at 1574 E Canal Drive, Turlock, CA 95380 

To enhance public participation, members of the public may also provide comments to the Staff via 
email (jtallman@turlock.k12.ca.us). 

Electronic Submission of Public Comments for an agendized item may be emailed to 
jtallman@turlock.k12.ca.us. Any relevant written comment submitted by 5:00 p.m. on the 
Wednesday prior to the Thursday Meeting will be read on the record during this meeting. 

1. Greetings and Call to Order 
a. Chairman James Peterson will call the meeting to order.  

2. Roll Call 
3. Approval of Agenda 

a. Agenda for the meeting of June 9,2022 
4. Approval of Minutes 

a. Minutes for the meeting of May 19, 2022 (attached) 
5. Period For Public Comment 

a. If you wish to address the Staff about an item that is on the agenda, please do so when 
that agenda item is called -- comments emailed to Julie Tallman will be read at this time.  
Members of the public will be given approximately 3 minutes to address the committee.  

6. Information Item: Data Collection Results (attached) 
a. Barney Gordon will present the efforts, and results, of public outreach on the issue of 

naming the THS Varsity Baseball Field after retired coach Mark de la Motte. 
7. Action Item: Recommendation to the Board 

a. It is recommended the Committee take action to recommend to the Board of Trustees 
to accept the request of the community members and name the THS Varsity Baseball 
Field after retired coach Mark de la Motte.  

8. Schedule next meeting (if necessary) 
9. Adjournment 

https://www.turlock.k12.ca.us/Page/2678


Public Notice 

Turlock High School Varsity Baseball Re-Naming Committee 

Minutes 

5:30 P.M., May 19, 2022 

1. Greetings and Call to Order
a. Interim Chairman Barney Gordon called the meeting to order at approximately 5:35 PM

2. Roll Call showed all committee members present.
3. Approval of Agenda

a. Motion/second (Ontiveros/Hanson) to approve the agenda for the meeting of May
19,2022.  Ayes 8 Nays 0 Abstentions 0.

4. Period For Public Comment
a. There was no public comment.

5. Information Item: Brown Act
a. Barney Gordon provided a brief update/training on requirements of the Brown Act.

6. Information Item: Board Policy 7310
a. Barney Gordon provided a brief update and training on Board Policy 7310 and the

process/expectations of the committee.
7. Selection of a Chairperson

a. James Peterson was nominated by Ms. Hernandez.  Motion/second
(Hernandez/Ontiveros) to select James Peterson as the Chairperson.  Ayes 8 Nays 0
Abstentions 0.

8. Presentation of community request
a. Mr. Ed Felt, Lance Cornell, and Rob Mendonca presented their request, summarized in

the attached letter of the agenda, for consideration.
9. Discussion and Next Steps

a. The committee requested an effort be made to solicit feedback from the community at
large. Ideas included receiving emails, social media, newspaper articles, and surveys.

10. The next meeting was scheduled for June 9, 2022 at 5:30. Location TBD.
11. Meeting adjourned at 7:42 PM.



A Community Input form was created to collect input from the community regarding this item.  This 
existence of this form was included on our website (https://www.turlock.k12.ca.us/namingcommittee), 
via TUSD social media, and via an article in the Turlock Journal.  Two responses were collected as 
follows:  

https://www.turlock.k12.ca.us/namingcommittee


Solicitations for input were encouraged to be emailed to District Administration to collect input from the 
community regarding this item.  This input was requested on our website 
(https://www.turlock.k12.ca.us/namingcommittee), via TUSD social media, and via an article in the 
Turlock Journal.  Multiple submissions were collected as attached.   

https://www.turlock.k12.ca.us/namingcommittee


From: Alice J. Pollard
To: Barney Gordon III
Cc: alicepollard@charter.net; Julie Tallman
Subject: [EXT]Mark de la Motte
Date: Thursday, June 2, 2022 6:09:29 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of TUSD. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
NOTE: This email is not from Turlock Unified staff.

Dear Barney,

I would like to add my support for the naming of the THS baseball field in honor of Mark de la Motte.  I was
honored to be Mark’s colleague for almost 30 years.  Mark was an outstanding social studies teacher and baseball
coach with over 25 years as THS Varsity Coach.

Mark was not only a great coach leading his team to over 500 wins, eight league championships and two section
finals; he was also a great role model to his student-athletes.  While Mark wanted his players to be successful on the
field, he also made sure they were successful in the classroom.  I had many of Mark’s players in my classes through
the years and he monitored his athletes' classroom and academic progress, ensuring that his student athletes were
doing their best in class as well as on the field..

Mark coached many players that were drafted into the pros.  Two of those were Steve Soderstrom and Dan Reichert
who played MLB as pitchers.  Dan Reichjert was selected as 6th pick in the first round and went on to pitch a no-
hitter against the New York Yankees.  The students that I taught who also played varsity baseball had the utmost
respect for Coach de la Motte.  In addition to coaching at THS, Mark also coached baseball for Stanislaus State and
MJC.  After retiring from THS, Mark was brought back to coach varsity baseball and selflessly donated his time to
the program while mentoring younger coaches and preparing them to take over the reins as future head coaches.

Coach De la Motte is more than deserving of this honor as he has tirelessly spent his career coaching and mentoring
his student athletes to not only play baseball but to be contributing members of society.  I have kept in touch with
many of these young men after high school and their success is directly attributable to Coach de la Motte.

I hope the Board has the wisdom to honor a great coach, teacher and positive mentor to  his students and athletes
over the years.

Sincerely,

Alice J.Pollard
Retired, TUSD Teacher and Administrator

mailto:alicepollard@charter.net
mailto:BGordon@turlock.k12.ca.us
mailto:alicepollard@charter.net
mailto:JTallman@turlock.k12.ca.us


From: Bill York
To: Julie Tallman
Cc: Barney Gordon III; Rob Mendonca
Subject: [EXT]Mark de la Motte
Date: Thursday, May 26, 2022 2:21:06 PM

 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of TUSD. Do not click links or open

attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
NOTE: This email is not from Turlock Unified staff.

 
To whom it may concern,
 
I would like to write to you in support of the proposal to name the THS baseball field to honor Mark
de la Motte and his contribution to the school’s baseball program. 
 
Baseball has been one of the most influential forces in my life.  The game teaches you discipline, how
to face failure, comradery, and how to be dependent on others.  I was blessed to have Mark as my
coach both while at THS and while playing in college at Stanislaus State.  The wisdom he
communicated to me as a teen and as a young adult not only helped with the success I had on the
field, but translated to life off the field as well.
 
I currently coach the varsity baseball team at Turlock Christian High School.  My path to coaching has
not been a conventional one.  I’m not an educator by trade and have started only six years ago at the
high school level.  The seed for coaching was actually planted by Mark as I coached the THS summer
legion baseball team for him back while I was still in college.  That first experience gave me lessons
that I still remember and use to this day,  so I owe a big part of my current coaching life to Coach D.
 
With the many years Mark devoted to THS baseball, I know that I am just one of myriads that have
similar testimonies to the influence that he has had on the lives of young men in our community and
beyond.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Bill York, CFO
Rolling Hills Nut Co. Inc./Nortshide Food Corp.
3443 Montpelier Road
PO Box 400
Hickman CA 95323
209.874.1400 Plant
209.874.1414 Fax
209.479.1152 Cell
 

mailto:bill@rollinghillsnut.com
mailto:JTallman@turlock.k12.ca.us
mailto:BGordon@turlock.k12.ca.us
mailto:RMendonca@turlock.k12.ca.us


From: Bob Stammerjohan
To: Julie Tallman; Barney Gordon III
Cc: Ed Felt
Subject: [EXT]MARK DE LA MOTTE
Date: Tuesday, May 24, 2022 4:35:19 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of TUSD. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
NOTE: This email is not from Turlock Unified staff.

The purpose of this email is to express my total support for naming the THS baseball field for Mark de la Motte. I
have known Mark professionally and personally for over 40 years. I first met him when I was an assistant principal
at THS from 1979-1985 and later as assistant superintendent for the Turlock School Districts from 1985-2002. I
have enjoyed many conversations with him also since my retirement in 2002.

Mark was an outstanding teacher & coach. In the four years that I was responsible for discipline at THS, I do not
recall him ever sending a student to the office for misbehavior. He treated students well, they liked him and they
respected him. Students enjoyed his classes & teams and they grew and learned. He was always the epitome of
professionalism. He contributed greatly to the students and staff at Turlock HS for many years. We were very
fortunate to have him on our staff.

In 1981, following the sudden and unexpected death of Legendary coach, Atch Pedretti, Mark stepped forward to
become varsity baseball coach and, for many years, continued our tradition of a very successful baseball program.
Mark was to THS baseball what Steve Feaver was to our swim program. I urge you to take the necessary steps to
honor him for these accomplishments by naming the baseball field for him..

Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can provide any additional information or assistance.

Bob Stammerjohan
Assistant Superintendent/Retired
209-667-5040
2240 Sally Pl.
Turlock, CA 5382

mailto:bob@stammerjohan.com
mailto:JTallman@turlock.k12.ca.us
mailto:BGordon@turlock.k12.ca.us
mailto:edfelt1@gmail.com


From: Dave Cheney
To: Barney Gordon III; edfelt1@gmail.com
Subject: [EXT]Naming of THS Baseball Field
Date: Monday, May 23, 2022 8:45:01 PM

 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of TUSD. Do not click links or open

attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
NOTE: This email is not from Turlock Unified staff.

 
 I would like to recommend the naming of the Turlock High Baseball Field to be named after Mark
delaMotte.  I have known Mark for the past twenty five plus years both as a teacher and a coach.  Mark is
highly respected by his peers, the community, students, and athletes.  Mark has devoted the last 40 plus
years to Turlock High School and has always cared deeply about the success of students both in the
classroom and on the baseball field.  Mark is also highly regarded by other coaches in our athletic league
for the baseball program he built starting with the frosh program through the varsity program.

For the above reasons, I would highly recommend the naming of the Turlock High School baseball field
after coach Mark delaMotte.  Thank you for your consideration.

Best regards, Dave Cheney

mailto:dave.cheney61@yahoo.com
mailto:BGordon@turlock.k12.ca.us
mailto:edfelt1@gmail.com


From: Ed Felt
To: Barney Gordon III; Julie Tallman
Cc: Lance Cornell; Rob Mendonca; Dave Cheney
Subject: [EXT]Fwd: Mark de la Motte Field
Date: Friday, May 27, 2022 7:45:45 AM
Attachments: coach D letter.pdf

 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of TUSD. Do not click links or open

attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
NOTE: This email is not from Turlock Unified staff.

 

Barney… I errored in my below letter by incorrectly switching the experiences of Tate and
Tyler Soderstrom. Tate is the older brother of Tyler. My mistake. - Ed 

Good morning Barney. Please include this letter written by Steve Soderstrom in support of our
proposal of “Mark de la Motte Field”. I’d like to share a little information about the
Soderstroms for the committee members. Steve accepted a full ride scholarship to play as a
pitcher at Fresno State after his THS experience playing for Mark. He was also the first round
draft choice of the San Francisco Giants and his signing of his contract was for approximately
$1million. His oldest son, Tyler, after playing for Mark, accepted a full ride scholarship from
the University of Arizona. He later transferred to UC San Diego to conclude his collegiate
playing experience before graduating from UCSD. His youngest son, Tate, played for Mark in
Mark’s final years at THS. He accepted a full ride scholarship to UCLA, but after being
drafted by the Oakland A’s in the first round of the MLB draft, he signed for approximately
$2million and he is now considered the A’s top prospect in their organization . Two
generations of the Soderstrom family enjoyed great success while playing for Mark during his
26 years as the varsity baseball coach at THS. That’s pretty unique. - Ed 

Sent from my iPad 

Begin forwarded message:

From: Stephen Soderstrom <stevesode@gmail.com>
Date: May 26, 2022 at 9:04:56 PM PDT
To: JTallman@turlock.k12.ca.us
Cc: edfelt1@gmail.com
Subject: Mark de la Motte Field



mailto:edfelt1@gmail.com
mailto:BGordon@turlock.k12.ca.us
mailto:JTallman@turlock.k12.ca.us
mailto:LCornell@turlock.k12.ca.us
mailto:RMendonca@turlock.k12.ca.us
mailto:dave.cheney61@yahoo.com



May 26, 2022



Dear TUSD committee members,



I am writing in support of naming Turlock High School’s varsity baseball field in honor of Coach 
Mark de la Motte. There is no one more deserving of this than Coach D. His name has been 
intertwined with Turlock Baseball for as long as I can remember. 



My personal relationship with Mark started in the late 1980’s. I played high school baseball for 
Coach D. Most of my best high school memories center around Coach, Turlock 

Baseball and the guys I played with. Coach was a great mentor and ran a great program. As 
my baseball career continued after high school Coach was always supportive. 

Almost thirty years later Coach D coached both of my sons as they played high school 
baseball at Turlock. Our family was blessed to watch both boys play together under Coach in 
2017. Those are some special memories for all of us. 

Coach D has impacted the lives of so many over the years. He has always set a great example 
for his players. He worked to raise money for the program each year and put in countless hours 
behind the scenes. 



Naming the field “Mark de la Motte Field” is the perfect way to recognize and honor Coach D.

I asked the boys what they thought about the idea.



“When I think of Turlock Baseball I think of the best program in the Valley…and Coach de la 
Motte.” - Tate Soderstrom, Turlock Baseball 2014-2017



“If four words could describe Turlock Baseball they would be Mark de la Motte.” - Tyler 
Soderstrom, Turlock Baseball 2017-2020



I agree with them. 



Sincerely,



Steve Soderstrom

209-262-7910

stevesode@gmail.com
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From: Julie Tallman
To: Barney Gordon III
Subject: FW: [EXT]Naming of THS Baseball Field
Date: Monday, May 23, 2022 9:28:30 AM

 
 

From: Jack Mayer <jmay2427@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Friday, May 20, 2022 7:51 PM
To: Julie Tallman <JTallman@turlock.k12.ca.us>
Subject: [EXT]Naming of THS Baseball Field
 
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of TUSD. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

NOTE: This email is not from Turlock Unified staff.
 
Dear Board Members:
 
I strongly support naming the THS baseball field in honor of Mark. He spent his career teaching and
coaching at Turlock. His baseball teams were very successful, making the section playoffs
consistently. Mark did this while serving as a great example to the players, parents, fans and the
community.
 
Thank you.
 
Jack Mayer
965 Cedar Ridge Dr.
Turlock

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

mailto:JTallman@turlock.k12.ca.us
mailto:BGordon@turlock.k12.ca.us
https://overview.mail.yahoo.com/?.src=iOS


             
   
 
          May 20th, 2022 

 
To: The Turlock Unified School District Board Members & Committee, 
 
My name is James Davis and I am currently a Health Teacher, Varsity Baseball Coach and Athletic Director 
at Gregori High School in Modesto, CA. I am writing this “Letter of Recommendation” on behalf of a man I 
once played against, played for, and coached against. A man I am proud to call both friend and mentor, 
Mark de la Motte, who was formerly a Teacher and Varsity Baseball Coach at Turlock High School in 
Turlock, Ca. 
 
I have been a Health/Science/PE Teacher, a Varsity Baseball Coach and Athletic Director for the past 
twenty-nine years. I have coached baseball for over thirty years and, prior to coming to Gregori, I was a 
varsity head coach for seventeen years, with ten of those years being at Johansen High School in Modesto 
and the other seven years being at Riverbank High School, in Riverbank, CA. During my final four years at 
Johansen, I was also the Athletic Director and I am currently entering my eleventh year at Gregori High 
School as a Health Teacher, Athletic Director and Varsity Baseball Coach. 
 
I first met Mark de la Motte over three and a half decades ago. Back then, Mark was the baseball coach at 
Turlock High School, and I was in my final year of college baseball at Stanislaus State.  Mark had stepped 
away from Turlock for a year and was filling in for Jim Bowen at Stanislaus as the head guy due to Coach 
Bowen dealing with an illness. Mark was as knowledgeable and respected as they came. His reputation back 
then (and still is) was one of class, dignity & respect. His athletes both loved and more importantly, respected 
him as their coach. Over the years, I have become friends with many of Mark’s current and former coaches, 
and former players, and I can honestly say that I have never met anyone who had anything bad to say about 
their experience with Coach D, on or off the field. As a young coach 30 years ago, Mark was always one of 
my first phone calls whenever I needed advice about running my program. Mark is one of those coaches that 
kids will always remember. The relationships that Mark has generated over the years stems from the love & 
respect that grows between player and coach over that time. It’s hard to play a Mark de la Motte coached 
team and not have one of his former athletes or even a random coach or administrator come over and shake 
his hand, give him a hug, and then proceed to tell him all about the profound impact he had on them when 
they played for him, coached for him, or worked with him. Mark is one of those rare coaches who not only 
motivates and inspires his players to be better student-athletes, but also to be better human beings. Coach D 
has always been a positive father figure and role model to his athletes over the years, especially to those kids 
who have or had a tough home life and/or lack the monetary support to even participate. Coach D is the kind 
of coach who would reach into his own pocket before he would let a kid walk away without any team gear or 
a summer ball opportunity. Mark leads by example and has always been a pillar in the baseball community 
as to how to do it the “right way”. As a coach, I absolutely loved playing a “Mark de la Motte coached team” 
because his teams were always well coached, prepared and ready to compete. Mark’s teams always respected 
both the written and unwritten rules of baseball. As a teacher and coach for over forty years, Mark de la 
Motte has had a unique, profound & positive impact on thousands of young people including coaches like 
myself. Whether it was a kind word, or a motivational phrase, or even a swift metaphorical kick to their 
backside, his current and former players, coaches, & administrators absolutely love and, more importantly, 
respect Mark de la Motte. 

 
I believe Mark de la Motte to be one of the most outstanding, positive, & character driven men I have ever 
known and it is my pleasure and honor to call him both my mentor and my friend and I think that the 
naming of the Turlock HS Baseball field after Coach D is the least that can be done and is long overdue. 

 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
James Davis 
Gregori High School 
Health Teacher 
Varsity Baseball Coach 
Athletic Director 
209-622-6301          

 davis.ja@monet.k12.ca.us 

 

A Modesto City School 

Joseph A. Gregori High School 
3701 Pirrone Road, Modesto, CA  95356 
(209) 550-3420 ∙ FAX (209) 550-3433 

 
 ADMINISTRATION 

 
Derek Pendley 
Principal 
 
Brandon Fromm 
Associate Principal 
 
Rosa Hurtado 
Assistant Principal 
Bldg. N 
 
Justin Woodbridge 
Assistant Principal 
Bldg. C 
 
James Davis 
Athletic Director 
Varsity Baseball Coach 
Health Teacher 
 
 
 

mailto:davis.ja@monet.k12.ca.us




Eric Julien 

May 21, 2022 

To the members of the TUSD committee proposing that the Varsity Baseball Field at 
Turlock High School be named in honor of Mark de la Motte: 

My family and the de la Motte family have been acquainted for generations in Turlock.  I 
have known of Mark most of my life but became personally acquainted with him when I 
started teaching with him at Turlock High School.  Through my 37 years of service at 
Turlock High School, Mark and I had many conversations and became friends.  During that 
time, we also had many students in common. 

The students whom we shared, eagerly sought to be in his history classes.  Those 
students in my classes who aspired to join the baseball team, obviously sought to become 
better skilled players but also wanted to play for Coach de la Motte as they saw that being 
coached by him would give them the knowledge and skills necessary to reach their full 
potential, become a candidate for a college baseball team, and possibly, become a 
professional player. 

Coach de la Motte became a mentor to his players.  He sought to develop them as 
athletes as well as becoming college ready or better citizens.  He cared for his students 
and prepared them for life as well as improved them as baseball players.  He wasn’t a “win 
at any cost” coach who would sacrifice players to win games.  He was someone who 
realized that officials and players would make mistakes and took that into consideration in 
his coaching.  His students and players considered him to be a “life” coach as well as a 
teacher. 

I strongly agree with the committee’s desire to name the varsity field at THS in his honor.  
Future generations of students will have an excellent example to follow if it is named in his 
honor. 

Sincerely yours, 

Eric Julien 

 

1060 N QUINCY RD, TURLOCK, CA 95389



Mr. Barney Gordon 
Assistant Superintendent Business Services 
Turlock Unified School District, Business Services Room 212 
1574 East Canal Drive, Turlock CA 95380 
 
Dear Barney, 
 
I have been asked to proffer a correspondence of support for a current proposal to name the Turlock High School baseball 
stadium in honor of and recognition for Mark de la Motte and his unfettered commitment to the THS baseball program. 
Having had the unique experience of developing a multi layered perspective on Mark as a long time Social Studies teaching 
and coaching colleague, an assistant principal nominally responsible for THS athletics/co-curricular activities and as the THS 
principal, I would respectfully extend said commitment by Mark, to THS academics and the Turlock community as well. 
 
During my four decades as a proud employee of TUSD, I had the privilege of witnessing the community coming together to 
celebrate former THS teachers by naming a stadium, Agriculture building and aquatics center after Joe Debely, Buck Clausen 
and Steve Feaver respectively. It was an honor to have known and worked in various capacities with all three men. Each, in his 
own way, was most deserved of receiving such a singular distinction. All three men however, beyond the obvious talent, 
expertise and skill they brought to their chosen curricular and co-curricular areas exhibited, in their own manner and 
approach, the same traits and attributes of the highest principled strength of character, integrity, fierce competitiveness and, 
in general, an unwavering dedication to the Turlock community and their THS students. 
 
Throughout his career at THS, Mark de la Motte exemplified, again in his own manner and approach, those characteristics, 
behaviors and qualities as the three afore mentioned honorees, while making every effort possible to facilitate the very best 
in THS baseball and its many excellent student athletes. In addition, he took those very same attributes with him to the 
classroom as he consistently excelled in his capacity as a US History instructor. Mark was most certainly an educator 
steadfastly devoted to the totality of his profession.  
 
Secondary school coaching in any varsity sport, particularly baseball, where not selecting (nee “cutting”) students for 
performance related reasons and team limitations and where virtually every spectator, fan and parent feels justified in 
questioning a coach for on or off the field decisions regardless of their individual knowledge of a given sport, generates a 
climate where detractors are ever present. It is a certainty Mark had his share, but it is a certainty as well that a raft of his 
supporters within the Turlock community would welcome a Mark de la Motte Stadium on the THS campus  
 
Mark’s many baseball successes and competitive accomplishments parallel closely with those coaches who preceded him. His 
sustained excellence as an academician and superior classroom instructor lends further credence to the proposal in question.  
Much like Joe Debely, a veritable THS football coaching legend, and the venerable former teacher and THS baseball coach, 
Atch Pedretti (both of whom were honored with school and community stadiums named on their behalf), Mark and his two 
predecessors spent an enormous amount of their time and considerable personal expense in an ongoing renovation of the 
THS football stadium and THS baseball diamond/stadium respectively. Mark’s exhaustive work ethic and tireless efforts 
literally propelled the THS baseball stadium into the modern era. 
 
Throughout his THS career as both teacher and coach, Mark de la Motte was typically held in high regard by his colleagues, 
widely admired by members of the surrounding community and generally appreciated for a willingness to offer his thoughtful, 
considered opinion to a wide range of athletic, curricular and community related issues regardless of their potential for 
controversy.  As a reasonably demanding, yet fair and objective coach/classroom instructor, known for providing his students 
with the rationale behind a plethora of athletic and classroom decisions over his career, Mark garnered sustained respect and 
continues to be  held in particularly high esteem by the majority of those who studied and played under his tutelage.  
 
His selfless contribution to THS and its baseball program have greatly benefitted the school community. His performance in 
the classroom has been celebrated by his teaching colleagues and recognized by a series of THS site administrations as 
outstanding. Speaking from the perspective of an educator who had the good fortune of spending most of his career in TUSD, 
I can think of just a select few former colleagues who are worthy of having their name attached forever to a structure, field or 
arena in honor of their TUSD career . . . Mark de la Motte is most certainly well deserving of such an honor.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Rod Hollars Retired THS Teacher/football coach, THS Assistant Principal, THS/PHS Principal, TUSD HR Director 


